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Next Meeting: Wed 19th November 7.30 pm in The Methodist Church
A magical treat!   John Field presents The Amazing World of Magic
John has been performing magic for over 40 years and during that time has honed his skills to the 
highest level. He was elevated to the exclusive degree of Associate 
Member of The Inner Magic Circle with Silver Star in 2005, in 
recognition of his performing skills. Approximately 350 magicians hold 
this degree worldwide. The Magic Circle is THE most prestigious club 
for Magicians in the world. Basic membership is hard to come by but 
elevation to a higher degree is by invitation only after a performance to 
the highest standard. 

In this talk John plans to tell us about the oldest magician known to 
mankind, the oldest trick in magic, scams based on that trick and how to 
avoid being caught out, the first book written about magic, the dawning 
of respectability, two famous magicians and the current magic scene. He 
will also demonstrate some different styles of magic, all guarenteed to 
entertain and amuse us. 

Some comments on our October meeting which featured a performance by 
Brian & Jaqueline Sutton entitled It Started with a Kiss -  Dylan Thomas
The ‘Kiss’ in the title referred to Jaqueline’s youthful ‘fling’ with Colm 
Thomas, one of Dylan’s sons - so we had a presenter with some first hand 
knowledge! Our duo performed a decade-by-decade dramatisation of the 
authour’s larger-than-life exploits. We learned that he was sexually 
predatory, drunk and debauched, bohemian, destitute, an alcoholic - and 
yet! - attractively vulnerable and loved by high society. His life was 
peppered with lady-lovers and friendships with creative people including 
artist Augustus John in Fordingbridge. On the poet’s death in New York in 
1953 he was remembered with affection by many Americans and 
worldwide by admirers of his work. After the talk I googled Under Milk 
Wood and found something special on iPlayer, a 2014 version. It’s an 
excellent rendition of a superb creation; like a Mozart opera its ‘music’ 
stays with you. Above all it was Dylan Thomas’s lyrically powerful use of 
words that enabled him to achieve his teenage plan to become a legend. On the death of his father, he 
wrote: Do not go gentle into that good night. Rage, rage against the dying of the light - a shattering 
feast for thought [MD].

Postscript: Our Annual Dinner on 14th October, was deemed a great success, crowned by a talk by 
our flamboyant Guest of Honour Major General Alastair Bruce, Soldier and Broadcaster. Sad news, our 
member Nick Male passed away last week in Winchester Hospital. His funeral will be at 11:00 Friday 
28th November at Basingstoke Crematorium.

Please note, as usual there will be no meeting in December.

Finally, gentlemen, I am a member of Alresford Probus Club. If you would like to know what we do 
and perhaps wish to consider joining us please let me know. 
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