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Next Meeting Wed 15th July 2026, 7.30 pm in The Methodist Church 
Richard Goghlan will tell us about Some Lost Railways in Hampshire

Richard, a member of our society and an Alresford resident, introduces himself and his talk:

 I have been a railway enthusiast since before the end of steam in UK (1968) then following marriage 
and a family I discovered preserved railways in the shape of The Severn Valley Railway in the 70s. I 
then discovered steam abroad in the late 80s through The Warwickshire Railway Society, and I have 
been to many European countries, as well as Cuba and China to photograph steam. I have been a 
volunteer at The Mid Hants Watercress Line for almost ten years, since moving here from The 
Midlands. My talk covers some of the many closed lines in Hampshire, with pictures of then and now in 
black & white and colour [RC]

Some comments on June’s meeting when Nick French led us into the chilly 
world of Shackleton’s Antarctic Journeys – an excellent talk!
Ernest Shackleton made three trips to Antarctica, and died while attempting a fourth. But the Irish 
British polar explorer is best known for his 1914 expedition aboard the ship Endurance, which he led in 
a bid to make the first land crossing of the White Continent. Allegedly he had placed an advertisement 
in a London newspaper for volunteers and received 5000 positive responses! That trip ultimately ended 
in disaster, with the Endurance getting trapped in pack ice and, eventually, sinking to the bottom of the 
Weddell Sea. Miraculously, Shackleton managed to save himself and all 27 members of his crew, 
showing true grit and leadership. Nick gripped the audience’s attention throughout as he described the 
expeditions, the hardships and the appalling conditions that Shackleton and his crews faced, 
culminating in his remarkable voyage across 800 miles of open sea to South Georgia [MD/CA].
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