The Pilot Whose Bravery Saved
Alresford From Disaster

Robert Whitney Cogswell
18" August 191% 23 October 1951

by
Glenn Gilbertson

Robert Whitney Cogswell was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanie
18" August 1917 His fatherwas Wesley Herber€ogswell Il, @
Electrical Enginedsorn on Boston MA and his mother was Emmz
Alberta réee Raymond, born in Digby, Nova Scat& siblings were
Raymond Herbert Cogswell (1942003, who servedvith the U.S.
Armyin Western Europén WW2 as anntelligence Officer and then
worked for the Bell telephone Co. & Alice Christina Cogswell (4.9.
2006), who cedounded Animal War Relief and was a lifelong work
for animal welfare.

Information fromDebra Raymond

HistoricPittsburgh(viawww.pittnews.comn)



http://www.pittnews.com/

The Historic Cogswell Family

The Cogswell Arms and Crest

The Coat of Arms first appears in 1337 when it was granted to Sir Jot
Coggeshall, b. 1302, d. 1361, by King Edward IIl, who knightédh®iiin
1337. The Arms that Sir John chose were a cross between four esca
The choice of a sable cross on a white or silver field is of great signific:
denoting service in the Crusades (109297). From these dates it i
certain that John himselflid not see service, but that he was knighte
during his term of duty as Sheriff of Essex and Hertfordshire and chos
arms in memory of an ancestor who was in PalestinpossiblyRalph
Coggeshallartho was at Jerusalem when that city was besiegeddisidin.
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Constoell

(https:/iwww.cogswellfamily.org/crest.html)

Theancestor of the American Cogswells

Fromhttps://www.cogswellfamily.org/djc.html:

John COGSWEWas born on 2 Apr 1592 in Westbury Leigh, Wiltshire, England and baptized on 7 Apr 1592 in
Westbury Leigh, Wiltshire, Englandohn died on 29 Nov 1669 aged of 77 in Chebacco, Ipswich, Essex,
Massachussets.

(Rev. E.O. JamesprAt the age of twentythree Johnmarried the daughter of the parish vicar, succeeded to his
father's business, and settled down in the old homesteHds parents died soon after his marriage, and he received
his inheritance "The Mylls called Ripond, situate within the Parishoofié-Selwood," together with the home place
and certain personal propertyLike his father, he was a manufacturer of wollen fabrics, largely broadcloths and
kerseymeres.The superior quality of these manufactures gave to his "mylls" a favorable repuytatioch appears

to have been retained to the present (1884) dayohn Cogswell doubtless found in London a market for his
manufactures. He may have had a commission house in that city, which would account for his being called, as he
sometimes has beem, London merchant.

Mrs. Cogswell's father was the Rev. William Thompson, vicar of Westbury from 1603 to his death iAH&G2A3.
twenty years after their marriage, with a family of nine children about them, and having the accumulations of a
prosperous bisiness, Mr. and Mrs. Cogswell determined to emigrate to Amefiba. particular reasons which led
them to leave England may have been much the same that influenced others in their tirappears that early in
1635 Mr. Cogswell made sale of his "myédad other real estate, and soon after, with his wife, eight children, and all
their personal effects, embarked at Bristol, May 23, 1635, for New EnglEmelr passage was long and
disastrous.Their arrival in America was after a most unexpected fashitaving reached the shores of New
England, they were landed very ” i
unceremoniously at a place called
Pemagquid, in Maine, being washed ashoré
from the broken decks of their ship "Angel
Gabriel," which went to pieces in the
frightful gale of August 15, 163%hen
such a "sudden, dismal storm of wind and
rain came as had never been known befo
by white man olndian." Traces of this
storm remained for years.




Mr. Cogswell and his family escaped with their lives, but we
drenched by the sea and despoilefivaluables to the amount
of five thousand pounds sterlingrhey were more fortunate
than some who sailed with them, whom the angry waves
gathered to a watery graveOn leaving England Mr. Cogswel
had taken along with him a large tent, which now camnte i
good service.This they pitched, and into it they gathered
themselves and such stores as they could rescue from the
waves.

As soon as possible Mr. Cogswell, leaving his family, took passage for Béstihrere made a contract with a

certain Capt. Glup, who commanded a small barque, to sail for Pemaquid and transport his family to Ipswich,
Mass. This was a newly settled town to the eastward from Boston, and was called by the Indians, "Aggdwam."
years earlier, March, 1633, Mr. John Winthropn £ Gov. John Winthrop, with ten others, had commenced a
settlement in AggawamAn act of incorporation was secured August 4, 1634, under the name of Ipswich. "August 5,
1634. It is ordered that Aggawam shal be called Ipsich

It was probably near the last of August, 1635, when Capt. Gallup sailed up the Aggawam River, having on board M
and Mrs. Cogswell, their three sons and five daughters, and whatever of household goods his barque would carry,
the rest of their effects beigtaken by another shipThe settlers of Ipswich at once manifested an appreciation of
these newcomersThey made John Cogswell liberal grants of land, as appears from the following municipal
records: "1636. Granted to Mr. John Cogswell Three Hundrerka of land at the further Chebokoe, having the

River on the South east, the land of Willm White on the North west, and A Creeke romminge out of the River
towards William White's farme on the North ea®dounded also on the West with a Creek and a ldtkeke." "Also

there was granted to him a parsell of ground containinge eight acres, upon part whereof ye sd John Cogswell hath
built an house, it being the corner lot in Bridge street and hath Goodman Bradstreet's-botisin the South East.

The famiy flourishedand built their historic 1728 house/ 2 3 a ¢ S f ,fnoWa&n ab Mdisguih ¢

(via www.historicnewengland.org)

Jonathan Cogswell Jr. (168752)inherited the 165acre property in 1717 at age thirty, and his time at Westberry
Lee is he most significant in terms of buildings that survive today. Two years after inheriting the property, Jonathan
odzAt G | arfd KFe oFNYys GKS 2fRSad o0dzAif RAYy3 OdzNNByif
of the current house, pgsibly as an addition to the existing seventeeoéimtury house that was oriented north to
south. The terraces in front of the house may also date to his tenure, as they are typical of country house
landscaping in this period.



Ipswich In The MassachuseBay Colonypp. 296291, by Thomas Franklin Waters, The Ipswich Historical Society,
1905: "Five members of the Cogswell family were among the twenty prominent people who signed the petition
drawn up by the Rev. John Wise on behalf of Goodwife Proctar,stdod accused of witchcrafary Warren

alleged that she had been threatened and abused by Goodwife Proctor, and that she had seen apparitions of peopl
who had long since been murdered by the wife of John Proctor. This evidence prevailed and th@gwodwas
sentenced to death."

By 1749 Jonathan Cogswell Jr. was so prosperous that he had the $égbest taxable wealth in all of Ipswich.
Sometime before 1752, the seventeentkntury portion of the house was taken down, and a new addition, the
eastan portion of the current house, was constructed. It appears that this portion of the house was not entirely
finished, however, before Jonathan Jr. died in 1752. The farm was leased to tenant farmers until 1761, when
W2yl GKFYy WNIPQ&a akeypossessidn. 2f R Sy 2dzZak G2 Gl

Colonel Jonathan Cogswell (174819)lived at Westberryee and worked the farm for thirty years, starting at age
twenty-one, when he came into his majority. He was Captain of an Ipswich alarm list company raised in 1774,
promoted to Major in 1775, and was Colonel of the Second Regiment of Massachusette®idumthe army from
1776 until the end of the Revolutionary War. A Justice of the Peace, a member of the State Constitutional
Convention in 1780, and part of the Massachusetts delegation to the United States Constitutional Convention in
1788

Robert Whityy S& / 2 Bardcsf f Qa

After graduating from Eigewood High School, Pennsylvania in 1935, he attended the University of Pittsburgh fi
three years from 1935 to 1939. From 1935 to 1941 he was a bookkeeper and elerkan War Educator: Topies
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He joined the USAAF, attending the following military schools: Sante&Catrnia (preflight, 1942); Cal Aero,

California (primary, 1942); Polaris Flight Academy, California (basic training, 1942); Victorville, California (advancec
training, 1942); Hobbs, New Mexico-1B transition, 1943) fie now Captain Robe@ogswell waposted to England

to join the 360" Bomb Squadron, 3(™Bombardment Group (HE" Army Air Forcga ¢ K S a A 3 K BHleéwadtd I K |
fly Boeing BL7 Fortress bombers from Molesworth, Cambridgeshire.
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USAAF8Air Force 303Y Bombardment Group (Heavy) 360" BomkardmentSquadron
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RAF Molesworth, Cambridgeshire, Englanc
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ROBERT W. COGSWELL GREWh BS
B-17F #4229754 Shangilia Lil 360BS (FB)

(Qew assigned 360BS:
26 June 1943photo: 26 June 1943)

(Back tR) S/Sgt Augustus V. Brundage (LWG)(10);1Lt John Dwight Kennedy (B)®ab8epidv. Cogswell (P)(1);
1Lt H. Robert De Wall (CP)(2); 1Lt Edward L. Cobb (N)(3)

(Front R) S/Sgt Paul Kistulentz (R)(12); S/Sgt Harold R. Timm (TS)&ut)Paul J. Davis (BTG); T/Sgt Gilbert E.
Bengston (E)(6);S/Sgt Alvin Etheredge (RWG)(9) [photo from the 303rdBGA Archives]

ROBERT W. COGSWELL GREWh BS
B-17F #422973 Iza Vailable 360BS (BY

(Qew assigned 360BS:
26 June 1943photo: 17 Aug 1943)

[photo courtesy of Eddie Deerfield]

(Back ER) 1Lt H. Robert De Wall (CP)(pt Robert Cogswell (P)(1); S/Sgt Alvin Etheredge (RWG)(9);
S/Sgt Augustus V. Brundage (RWG)(10); M/Sgt William B. Stamper (TOG)(5)

(Front LR) S/Sgt Paul Davis (BTG){Sgt Eddie Deerfield (R)(7); 1Lt John Dwight Kennedy (B)(4);
S/Sgt Harold R. "Red" Timm (TG)(11); T/Sgt Gilbert E. Bengston (E)(6)



